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Manufacturing Capacity and Economic Development in Postwar Taiwan: The Case of 
Aluminum  
 
Macabe Keliher (Associate Professor, William P. Clements Department of History, 
Southern Methodist University & Visiting Scholar of Institute of Sociology, Academia 
Sinia) 
 
ABSTRACT 
While scholars of Taiwan’s industrialization and postwar growth often focus on 
finished export goods, this presentation asks how firms obtained inputs and achieved 
manufacturing capacity. I argue that in order to understand Taiwan’s economic 
development, upstream and midstream industries need to be taken into consideration, 
and that aluminum was one of the most important industries. Drawing on firm archives, 
internal publications, and local reports I show how Taiwan’s export production was 
made possible by aluminum inputs and aluminum-made machinery. I argue that without 
domestically produced aluminum, Taiwan’s export industry would not have been able 
to achieve cost-competitive rates in the international market, nor would it have even 
been able to manufacture export products. This perspective not only offers a new 
explanation of Taiwan’s economic development, but also provides better policy 
direction for developing countries. Manufacturing Capacity and Economic 
Development in Postwar Taiwan: The Case of Aluminum  
 
【中文版】 
 
戰後臺灣的製造能力與經濟發展: 以鋁及臺鋁為例 
 
克禮（美國南方衛理會大學歷史學系副教授、中央研究院社會學研究所訪問學

人）  
 
摘要 
相對於研究臺灣工業化及戰後經濟成長的學者，往往關注出口商品，本演講將

探問工廠如何取得資源，並獲得製造能力。如欲理解臺灣經濟發展，產業中上

游必須被納入考量，而鋁業是最重要的產業之一。本演講將藉由公司檔案、公



司內部出版品及在地報告，說明臺灣輸出生產如何因為鋁及鋁製造機械而化為

可能。倘若欠缺由國內製造的鋁，臺灣出口產業將不會於國際市場中獲得價格

上的競爭力，亦不可能製造出口商品。此一觀點不僅提供臺灣經濟發展論述一

種新的詮釋，也能在政策方向上給予發展中國家更好的建議。 
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