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Issue of Admissions to Tainan Technical College and
Ethnic Relations in Japanese Colonial Taiwan

Yao-te Wang

ABSTRACT

During the Japanese colonial era, the way for Taiwanese to climb up the social
ladder was through acquiring higher education. However, the colonial education
system was founded on racial discrimination rather than equality. The colonial
government restricted admissions of Taiwanese to higher education to the
minimum in order to protect the educational privileges of the Japanese. Thus,
Taiwanese students faced competitive entrance examinations to college for
advancing their social status.

Through manipulating the admission mechanism, the Japanese deprived the
Taiwanese of higher education opportunities. With reference to the unique campus
culture among the minority Taiwanese students on the campus of Tainan Technical
College, this study explored the historical development of college admissions of
Taiwanese students, analyzed the college admission mechanism in Japanese
colonial Taiwan, and examined the relationship between ethnic consciousness and
human relationship.

Keywords: Tainan Technical College, Ethnically Unequal Educational Structure,
College Admission Mechanism, Ethnic Relations
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