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Returning to Taiwan:
Treatment and Repatriation of Formosans on Hainan
(1945-1946)

Shi-yeoung Tang

ABSTRACT

At the end of WWII, over 20,000 Formosans were living on the island of Hainan.
Although the Executive Yuan of China had declared all Formosans to be Chinese in
January 1946 (actually effective as of 25th October 1945), neither the local administra-
tion or the provincial government had any idea of how to treat the Formosans with
the new identity. Were they ‘subjects of our enemy’ or ‘comrades of the same national-
ity’? The local government looked upon the Formosans as of Japanese nationality.
Because of their role played in Japanese invasion of Hainan before and during WWII,
the Formosans on Hainan were put into war-prison camps, and subjected to severe
treatment, such as poor medical care and short food rations. All Formosans on
Hainan harbored the wish of returning to Taiwan, which was eventually granted
through arduous struggle and with the support of people in Taiwan. The main aim of
this article is to piece together the experience of the Formosans in war-prison camps
on Hainan from 1945-1947. In addition, the policy and method of repatriation of the
Nationalist Government towards the Formosans were also examined.

Keywords: Executive Yuan, Hainan, Formosans, war-prison camps
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