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T 24 4F 242 | 232|222 | 248 | 234 | 228 | 2.52 | 2.44 | 234 | 290 | 2.76 | 2.63
L 25 4F 240 | 231 | 221 | 245 | 231 | 220 | 249 | 241 | 231 | 290 | 2.76 | 2.63
26 F 242 | 232|222 239|224 | 209 | 245|237 | 227 | 2.18 | 2.05| 1.94
WL 27 4 245 235| 225|245 | 226|213 | 233|226 | 2.18 | 2.50 | 2.37 | 2.21
T 28 4F 234|224 | 214|217 | 2.06 | 1.99 | 2.08 | 2.04 | 1.97 | 2.28 | 2.11 | 2.00
JEE 29 4F 220 2.10| 2.00 | 2.08 | 2.00 | 1.96 | 1.98 | 1.89 | 1.80 | 1.91 | 1.68 | 1.52
JEE 30 4F 2.14| 203 | 193|220 212|207 | 196| 1.86 | 1.76 | 1.87 | 1.76 | 1.55
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bifSok = ~ WA VYRR i (AR V-2 (E (HZF% 48 S E5TEDE 30 42)

P =N SRINJRF VEINI 2T

b/ S 1= =P/ S B 5 SO I - SO = =57 SO B S SO B b/ SO = = 57 SO [ o7 SO B 7 S = 25/ Sl I B S
By 48 4F 177 | 1.67 | 1.58 | 2.08 | 2.01 | 1.91 | 1.86 | 1.79 | 1.71 | 1.61 | 1.51 | 1.41
B[ 49 4F 179 | 1.69 | 1.59 | 227 | 2.17 | 2.05| 1.86 | 1.81 | 1.74 | 1.62 | 1.52 | 1.42
HZIE 50 4 173 | 1.64 | 154 | 2,12 2.02 | 1.91 | 1.80 | 1.72 | 1.64 | 1.52 | 1.42 | 1.32
Wl 5148 155 145 | 1351 2.05|195| 1.85| 1.72 | 1.62 | 1.53 | 1.48 | 1.38 | 1.28
W 52 4F 149 | 139 | 1.29 | 2.53 | 2.43 | 2.33 | 2.83 | 2.73 | 2.64 / / /
Bl 53 4E 151 | 143 | 135 274 | 2.62 | 2.51 | 2.64 | 2.54 | 2.09 | 2.38 | 2.06 | 1.74
Wl 54 4E 143 | 138 | 1.26 | 239 | 226 | 2.16 | 2.40 | 2.30 | 1.51 | 1.95 | 1.67 | 1.37
Wyl 55 4F 129 127 | 1.10 | 2.18 | 2.08 | 1.98 | 2.11 | 2.01 | 1.42 | 1.75| 1.51 | 1.23
Bl 56 4E 150 | 1.39 | 1.29 [ 2.10| 199 | 1.90 | 1.82 | 1.72 | 1.50 | 1.67 | 1.44 | 1.19
HSl% 57 4E 1.77 | 168 | 1.60 | 2.04 | 1.93 | 1.84 | 1.81 | 1.70 | 1.58 | 1.67 | 1.44 | 1.19
HSl% 58 4E 1.82 1176 | 1.67 | 1.99 | 1.88 | 1.77 | 1.90 | 1.78 | 1.69 | 1.69 | 1.57 | 1.41
Byl 59 4E 1.75 | 1.70 | 1.60 | 2.06 | 1.96 | 1.87 | 2.19 | 2.13 | 2.06 | 1.68 | 1.58 | 1.43
HZIE 60 4 1.75 | 1.55 | 1.41 | 250 | 2.31 | 2.09 | 2.74 | 2.54 | 2.35 | 1.83 | 1.78 | 1.67
HREITAE 159 | 1.37 | 1.25 | 2.47 | 230 | 2.12 | 2.56 | 2.35 | 2.14 | 1.77 | 1.71 | 1.63
HEE 24 152 132 1.23 [ 214|202 | 190 | 2.15| 1.99 | 1.86 | 1.81 | 1.72 | 1.64
HR 3 AR 147|129 1221 205|195|1.83]|203| 192|180 1.95| 1.85]| 1.75
HR 4 4R 142|126 120] 192|182 | 1.71| 1.91 | 1.80 | 1.69 | 1.84 | 1.77 | 1.70
HR 5 AR 137 121 | 115192 | 1.82 | 1.71 | 1.87 | 1.76 | 1.65 | 1.84 | 1.76 | 1.68
R 6 4R 136 | 120 | 1.14 | 196 | 1.86 | 1.75 | 1.84 | 1.73 | 1.62 | 1.72 | 1.64 | 1.58
R T 4R 126 | 1.10 | 1.04 | 1.83 | 1.73 | 1.62 | 1.75 | 1.64 | 1.53 | 1.63 | 1.55 | 1.49
R Q4R 126 | 1.10 | 1.04 | 1.81 | 1.71 | 1.60 | 1.72 | 1.61 | 1.50 | 1.65 | 1.57 | 1.51
HEE 9 130 | 1.14 | 1.08 | 1.89 | 1.79 | 1.68 | 1.78 | 1.67 | 1.56 | 1.74 | 1.66 | 1.60
HE 10 4F 134 [ 118 | 1.12 | 1.90 | 1.80 | 1.69 | 1.85| 1.74 | 1.63 | 1.77 | 1.69 | 1.63
HE 13 4F 1.63 | 1.53 | 1.43 | 3.18 | 3.06 | 2.83 | 2.10 | 2.06 | 2.03 | 2.37 | 2.27 | 2.21
HEE 14 4F 1.61 | 1.50 | 1.40 | 3.15 | 3.05| 2.87 | 2.15 | 2.11 | 2.08 | 2.05 | 1.95 | 1.85
HE 154 169 | 1.59 | 1.49 | 3.12 | 3.02 | 2.83 | 2.22 | 2.16 | 2.13 | 2.22 | 2.12 | 2.02
HEE 16 4E 1.60 | 1.50 | 1.37 | 3.04 | 2.93 | 2.72 | 2.30 | 2.23 | 2.19 | 2.35 | 2.25 | 2.15
HRE 174 168 | 1.58 | 1.48 | 2.89 | 2.77 | 2.59 | 2.33 | 2.27 | 2.24 | 2.04 | 1.94 | 1.84
HR 18 4E 1.60 | 1.50 | 1.40 | 2.68 | 2.56 | 2.38 | 2.30 | 2.24 | 221 | 1.72 | 1.62 | 1.52
HR 19 4E 159 | 1.49 | 1.39 | 2.60 | 2.46 | 2.34 | 2.34 | 227 | 222 | 2.01 | 1.91 | 1.81
FR 20 4F 1.58 | 1.48 | 1.38 | 2.63 | 2.51 | 2.30 | 2.59 | 2.46 | 2.36 | 2.40 | 2.30 | 2.20
R 2] 4R 1.75 | 1.65 | 1.55 | 2.58 | 2.46 | 2.30 | 2.55 | 2.45 | 2.34 | 2.53 | 2.43 | 2.28
FR 22 4F 1.58 | 1.48 | 1.38 | 2.35| 220 | 2.05 | 2.30 | 2.20 | 2.10 | 2.03 | 1.90 | 1.79
R 23 4F 143|133 1.23 | 1.86 | 1.75 | 1.47 | 2.11 | 2.00 | 1.90 | 1.71 | 1.61 | 1.51




EHREEHE T2, B2 WH (1783-1850) /15
R 24 4F 138 1.28 | 1.18 | 1.90 | 1.79 | 1.61 | 2.01 | 1.90 | 1.80 | 1.37 | 1.27 | 1.17
ER 254 141 | 1.31 | 1.21 | 247 | 232 | 220 | 2.16 | 2.07 | 1.97 | 1.49 | 1.39 | 1.29
E 6 4 191 | 1.81 | 1.73 | 2.23 | 2.03 | 1.84 | 236 | 2.26 | 2.10 | 245 | 2.35| 2.25
E T E 191 | 1.81 | 1.72 | 2.10 | 1.92 | 1.72 | 2.27 | 2.14 | 1.98 | 2.40 | 2.30 | 2.21
Y 8 4 1.88 | 1.78 | 1.66 | 2.00 | 1.83 | 1.64 | 2.17 | 2.00 | 1.84 | 1.66 | 1.56 | 1.47
SEY 9 F 1.83 | 1.75 | 1.66 | 234 | 2.15 | 1.92 | 196 | 1.86 | 1.76 | 1.82 | 1.72 | 1.62
10 4F 1.86 | 1.79 | 1.73 | 2.24 | 2.09 | 1.87 | 2.04 | 1.94 | 1.82 | 2.08 | 1.98 | 1.87
B 11 4F 194|184 | 1.76 | 2.13 | 2.00 | 1.81 | 2.14 | 1.91 | 1.73 | 2.13 | 2.03 | 1.93
W 12 4F 191 | 1.81 | 1.73 | 248 | 2.23 | 1.94 | 2.28 | 2.06 | 1.88 | 2.30 | 2.19 | 2.07
W 13 4F 198 | 1.88 | 1.80 | 2.75 | 2.41 | 2.07 | 231 | 2.15 | 1.98 | 2.70 | 2.60 | 2.50
Y 14 4F 2.16 | 2.07 | 2.00 | 2.76 | 2.54 | 2.32 | 2.08 | 2.06 | 1.84 | 2.92 | 2.82 | 2.75
EYE 15 4 213|203 | 194 | 275|258 | 239|207 | 205]| 1.83 | 2.79 | 2.69 | 2.59
EYE 16 4F 205| 1.95| 1.85| 285 | 2.64 | 242 | 226 | 225 | 2.03 | 2.73 | 2.58 | 2.48
Y 17 4 190 | 1.80 | 1.70 | 2.61 | 243 | 2.23 | 2.09 | 2.06 | 1.85 | 2.63 | 2.50 | 2.39
Y 18 4F 162 | 1.52 | 142 2.12 | 2.08 | 1.99 | 1.83 | 1.73 | 1.59 | 1.92 | 1.81 | 1.70
EYE 19 4 140|130 120 1.97 | 1.88 | 1.80 | 1.88 | 1.82 | 1.63 | 1.68 | 1.59 | 1.54
JEYE 20 4E 1.53 | 143 | 1.33 | 2.05| 1.98 | 1.90 | 1.99 | 1.88 | 1.69 | 1.75 | 1.67 | 1.66
21 4F 1.50 | 1.40 | 1.30 | 2.03 | 1.95 | 1.84 | 1.75| 1.61 | 1.42 | 1.68 | 1.58 | 1.57
EE 22 4F 1.60 | 1.50 | 1.40 | 1.98 | 1.88 | 1.77 | 1.67 | 1.56 | 1.42 | 1.73 | 1.63 | 1.62
23 4F 1.66 | 1.57 | 1.50 | 1.98 | 191 | 1.82 | 1.80 | 1.65 | 1.46 | 1.94 | 1.83 | 1.68
L 24 4F 1.78 | 1.69 | 1.62 | 2.21 | 2.16 | 2.02 | 2.00 | 1.83 | 1.64 | 2.20 | 2.08 | 1.96
L 25 4F 1.74 | 1.65| 1.57 | 2.07 | 1.99 | 191 | 1.88 | 1.71 | 1.52 | 2.08 | 1.89 | 1.69
S 26 158149 | 141 | 1.78 | 1.65 | 1.64 | 1.86 | 1.69 | 1.50 | 1.73 | 1.53 | 1.33
EE 27 4 144 | 135|128 | 1.83 | 1.70 | 1.69 | 1.78 | 1.61 | 1.42 | 1.83 | 1.69 | 1.55
JEE 28 4F 141 | 132 125 1.76 | 1.64 | 1.64 | 1.66 | 1.52 | 1.37 | 1.57 | 1.42 | 1.27
JEE 29 4F 140 | 131 | 1.24 | 1.76 | 1.64 | 1.60 | 1.71 | 1.56 | 1.37 | 1.56 | 1.43 | 1.24
JEE 30 4E 140 | 1.31 | 1.24 | 191 | 1.78 | 1.67 | 1.70 | 1.56 | 1.37 | 1.55 | 1.45| 1.30
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EHREEHE T EE , SR W (1783-1850) /17

Figs 7o ~ RAREPURFoRZ i (R = (ERS V-2 MH . (HZPE 48 3808 30 47)

A NI SRINIFF TEINIFF 2 Vs
5% 48 4F 1.84 2.04 1.92 1.77
5[5 49 4F. 1.94 221 1.94 1.73
5 50 4F 1.91 2.10 1.84 1.59
B 51 4F 1.72 1.98 1.76 1.55
B 52 4R 1.69 2.46 2.84 /
B 53 4R 1.82 2.70 2.74 2.58
B 54 4F 1.80 2.47 2.52 2.15
B 55 4F 1.67 2.18 221 1.86
B 56 4F 1.57 2.04 1.99 1.57
Bl 57 4F 1.81 1.98 1.95 1.57
5% 58 4F 1.88 1.98 1.97 1.67
5[ 59 4F 1.80 2.08 226 1.67
5% 60 4F 1.86 2.56 2.80 1.87
FEEE A 1.77 2.60 2.65 1.81
SR 2E 1.72 2.32 2.29 1.82
SBE 34 1.76 2.24 2.22 1.95
HE44E 1.66 2.11 2.10 1.87
HE 5 AE 1.61 2.11 2.06 1.86
FE 6 4F 1.60 2.16 2.03 1.74
HE TR 1.50 2.03 1.94 1.65
HS 8 4E 1.50 2.00 1.91 1.67
HRE94E 1.54 2.08 1.97 1.76
10 4R 1.58 2.10 2.04 1.79
RS 134F 2.09 3.17 2.79 2.42
RS 14 4F 2.19 3.12 2.85 242
TR 15 2.34 3.07 2.87 241
TR 16 2.24 3.00 291 2.55
17 231 2.89 2.83 2.28
R 18 4F 2.16 2.69 2.76 1.93
R 19 2.11 2.67 2.74 2.14
B 20 4F 2.01 2.56 2.64 2.58
HEE 21 4 2.12 2.69 2.63 2.82
HRE 22 4 1.96 2.40 2.39 226
HE 23 1.81 1.89 224 1.84
TR 24 4F 1.79 1.89 2.17 1.55
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ERE 25 1.95 241 2.30 1.71
EYETTE 243 2.36 231 2.11
B2 2.18 2.18 2.22 1.99
B3 2.05 2.09 2.23 1.96
B 4 4F 2.04 2.16 2.49 2.38
SEE 5 & 2.16 2.25 2.75 2.35
SEE 6 2.32 2.26 2.87 2.62
SEE T & 2.15 2.01 2.59 248
B 8 4F 2.03 1.91 245 1.83
B9 FE 2.10 2.22 2.29 1.86
HEE 10 4F 2.16 2.16 2.30 2.14
EYE 14 2.25 2.07 2.29 2.19
EE 12 4F 2.45 2.36 2.66 241
EYE 13 4F 2.51 2.56 2.49 2.89
EYE 14 4 2.72 2.75 2.27 3.09
EYE 15 4 2.53 2.67 2.38 2.92
EYE 16 4F 2.49 2.73 245 3.00
SEYE 17 4 2.30 2.57 2.29 2.90
SEYE 18 4 2.02 2.27 1.90 2.30
SEE 19 4 1.80 2.11 1.98 1.97
ESE 20 4F 1.83 2.10 2.12 2.02
HEE 21 4F 1.75 2.01 1.94 1.86
EOE 22 4F 1.79 1.93 1.86 1.89
EE 23 4 1.81 2.01 1.90 2.02
EOE 24 F 2.01 2.25 2.13 242
EOE 25 4 1.97 2.13 2.06 2.33
S 26 4F 1.90 1.94 2.03 1.79
EYE 27 4F 1.84 1.98 1.93 2.04
Y 28 4F 1.77 1.84 1.78 1.60
SEE 29 4 1.72 1.82 1.72 1.52
SEE 30 4F 1.67 1.95 1.71 1.61
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EERESEHAE TEE ) #BZMB (1783-1850) 119
BgkoS ~ ECHIRAPY I i ERE P E
o T FUI T Ly

o L [ [ Tk [ [0 [k [ [0F [k [
JEYETCHEE | 3.22 [3.09 |2.94 |2.67 [2.49 |2.33 |2.70 |2.60 |2.50 |2.47 |2.30 |2.13
SEX 24 |2.76 265 [241 (249 | 229 [2.11 |2.56 |2.46 |236 233 |2.23 |2.13
JEE 34 | 2.57 | 244 222 | 245 [2.26 |2.09 |2.58 [2.48 |2.38 | 235 |2.20 |2.08
SEX: 44 | 2.60 244 [ 228 |2.52 |2.32 |2.04 |3.07 {297 |2.87 |2.73 |2.55 |2.37
SEX S5 292 276 [ 2.61 |2.60 |2.38 |2.15 [3.33 [3.23 |3.13 |2.82 |2.6]1 |2.40
SEX: 64 | 3.08 [291 [2.75 |2.61 |2.41 222 |348 |3.38 |3.28 [3.15 [2.92 |2.72
SEX: T | 2.64 250 [2.37 [2.30 |2.10 | 1.93 |3.13 |3.03 |2.93 |2.85 |2.64 |2.48
SEY: 84 | 242 227 [2.14 |2.18 |2.01 |1.85 [2.98 |2.88 |2.78 230 |2.11 |1.92
SEX: 94 | 2.61 [246 | 233 [2.53 |2.28 [2.07 |2.81 |2.71 |2.61 |[2.15 |2.00 |1.83
SEX: 104 | 2.65 |2.54 | 242 (249 | 223 |2.04 [2.76 |2.66 |2.56 |2.46 [2.29 |2.12
SEX 114 [ 2.78 [ 2.65 | 2.54 |239 [2.15 | 1.98 |2.78 |2.68 |2.58 |2.45 |2.34 |2.23
SE 124 [ 3.22 [ 3.08 |2.92 [2.69 |2.50 |2.28 |3.36 |[3.26 |3.16 |2.75 |[2.62 |2.50
JEG 134 [ 3.27 |3.15 |3.05 [3.06 |2.73 |2.61 [2.94 |2.83 |2.72 [3.29 |3.18 |3.08
JEG 144 [ 3.51 | 341 |3.19 [3.27 |2.95 | 274 |2.63 |2.50 |2.41 |3.46 |3.36 |3.26
JEE 154 [ 3.17 |3.03 {290 [3.03 |2.77 |2.58 [2.81 |2.72 |2.61 |3.25 |3.15 |3.05
EG 164 [ 3.15 |3.03 |2.93 [3.11 |2.83 |2.70 |2.76 |2.66 |2.56 |3.51 |3.42 |3.24
EG 174 (292 |2.81 |2.71 [2.89 |2.71 [2.63 |2.60 |2.52 |2.41 |3.41 |331 |2.52
JEYG 18 4E | 2.64 |2.53 | 243 255 | 245 |241 212 |2.06 | 1.96 |2.92 |2.81 |2.13
SEYE194F [ 240 [2.29 |2.19 (246 234 |231 227 [2.14 |2.02 |2.53 |2.34 |2.18
SEY:204F [ 234 | 223 | 213 (243 [222 |2.09 |2.43 [236 |2.28 |2.58 |2.38 |2.18
SEE 214 | 221 |2.10 |2.00 225 |2.08 |2.03 |2.34 [228 |2.22 |232 213 | 194
SE:224F [ 2.18 [2.08 | 1.98 [2.13 | 1.98 |1.91 222 [2.17 |2.08 |2.26 |2.11 |1.96
SE:234F [ 2.15 [2.05 | 1.95 [223 [2.10 | 1.99 |2.21 [2.15 |2.05 |236 |221 |2.08
SE:244F [ 242 232 | 222 (248 [234 |2.28 |2.52 (244 |234 [290 |2.76 |2.63
SEG254F [240 | 231 | 221 (245 [231 |2.19 249 [241 |2.31 |291 [2.77 |2.64
SE264F [ 241 | 231 | 221 (239 (224 |2.09 |245 (237 |227 |2.19 |2.06 |1.95
SEG 274 | 244 | 234 | 224 (246 [226 |2.13 233 [226 |2.17 |2.50 238 [222
JEYG 28 4 [ 232 |2.22 | 2.12 [2.16 |2.05 | 1.98 |2.07 |2.03 |1.96 |2.12 |1.87 |1.76
JEG 294 (222 | 212 [2.02 [2.06 |1.99 [ 1.95 |1.98 |1.89 |1.80 |1.94 | 1.66 |1.52
EE 304 [ 2.14 |2.03 | 1.93 (220 |2.12 |2.07 [1.96 |1.86 |1.76 |1.87 | 1.76 | 1.55
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Ffsk-t ~ B VYN R (ER P (E

LG S e T

i SR R | TR | SR R | K| R R | TR | R R | TR

ECITHE 1.88 | 1.78 | 1.68 |2.36 [2.23 [2.09 |2.11 |2.02 |1.92 [2.03 [1.93 |1.82

E 2 1.80 | 1.70 |1.61 |2.22 [2.06 [1.91 |2.07 |1.97 |1.86 [1.85 [1.75 |1.65

B3 1.76 | 1.66 |1.58 |2.12 (192 |1.76 |2.08 |1.99 |1.85 [1.83 [1.73 |1.63

SEY 4 1.74 |1.64 |1.56 (225 |1.99 |1.77 |2.14 |2.01 |1.87 {230 |2.20 |2.10

SEY S5 & 1.66 |1.56 [1.50 |2.41 |2.12 |1.85 |2.38 227 [2.17 |2.18 |2.08 |1.97

SEY 6 1.82 |1.72 |1.65 |2.32 |2.10 | 191 |246 |235 (222 |2.44 |2.33 |2.23

W T 191 |1.81 |1.72 |2.09 | 191 |1.73 |2.28 [2.16 [2.00 |2.43 |2.33 |2.24

8 4 1.89 | 1.79 |1.68 |1.97 |1.81 |1.62 |2.17 |2.01 [1.84 |1.65 |1.55 |1.45

9 F 1.83 |1.75 |1.66 |2.34 |2.15 |191 |196 |1.86 [1.76 [1.82 |1.72 |1.62

EYE 104 | 1.86 |1.79 |1.73 (224 [2.09 |1.87 |2.04 |1.94 |1.83 |2.08 | 1.98 |1.88

EEILEE |1.94 |1.84 [1.76 [2.13 [2.00 |1.81 |2.14 |1.91 |1.74 |2.13 |2.03 |1.93

Y 124 | 1.91 |1.81 |[1.73 (248 223 |[1.94 |2.28 |2.06 |1.88 |2.32 |2.21 |2.09

WX 134 [1.96 |1.86 |1.78 [2.72 |2.39 |2.06 [2.30 |2.14 | 1.97 [2.70 |2.60 |2.50

W 144 213 [2.04 |1.97 [2.77 |2.54 |2.33 [2.08 [2.05 |1.84 [2.92 |2.82 |2.75

WX 154 213 [2.03 |1.94 (275 |2.58 |2.39 [2.07 |2.05 |1.83 [2.79 |2.69 |2.59

JEYE 164 [2.05 [1.95 | 1.85 [2.85 |2.64 |2.42 227 |225 |2.03 [2.73 |2.58 |2.48

EX 174 [1.90 | 1.80 |1.70 [2.61 |2.43 |2.23 [2.09 |2.06 |1.85 [2.63 |2.50 |2.39

EE 184 [ 1.61 |1.51 |1.40 [2.13 |2.09 |2.00 [1.83 |1.73 | 1.59 [1.92 |1.79 |1.69

194 |1.40 [1.30 [1.20 [1.97 [1.88 |1.80 |1.88 |1.82 |1.63 |1.68 |1.59 |1.53

204 [ 1.53 [ 143 [1.33 [2.05 [1.99 [1.91 |1.99 |1.88 |1.69 |1.75 | 1.67 |1.66
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Rice Price and “Tai-yun” in Mid-Qing Taiwan
(1783-1850)

Ling-ching Wu

ABSTRACT

This article aims to analyze the decline of “Tai-yun” circulation structure. “Tai-yun”
refers to the transport of rice, collected as land tax in Taiwan, to Qing troops and their
families stationed in Fukien. By comparing the difference in rice price between Taiwan
and Quan-zhou Prefecture, as well as that in various parts of Taiwan, this article examines
the role played by rice price in “Tai-yun” and its transformation.

During the 18" century, rice in Taiwan was inexpensive. Merchants from China took
advantage of the price difference and engaged in exports of rice from Taiwan. Such trade
exchange was allowed by the Qing government because the merchants’ vessels helped
undertake the official duty of “Tai-yun”. The circulation structure of “Tai-yun” was
dependent on commercial vesselss for rice transport while subjected to restrictions under
government policies concerning official ports, navigation routes and vessels allowed.

After the end of Lin Shuangwen Rebellion, the rice price of southern Taiwan rose
(1788-1789 A.D.), and exceeded that of Quan-zhou Prefecture, meaning diminished
profits for rice exports from southern Taiwan. The relatively lower rice price of northern
Taiwan drove merchants to export rice from illegal ports in the central and northern
Taiwan. At the same time, to shun their commitment in “Tai-yun”, rice merchants began
to transport rice in fishing vessels and small boats, which were not allowed to cross the
Taiwan Strait. Such intentional evasion of “Tai-yun” persisted throughout the reign of
Emperor Jiaqing (1796-1819 A.D.), during which the price of rice all over Taiwan
dropped. Profits from rice trade continued to decline in the mid 1830s when the
difference in rice price between Taiwan and Quan-zhou Prefecture further narrowed.
Hence, reduction in profits led to fewer merchant vessels visiting official ports for rice
trade, thus affecting “Tai-yun” declined by the decrease of commercial fleets.
Consequently, the circulation structure of “Taiyun” disintegrated during the first half of
the 19" .
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