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Had They Disappeared?
The Identity of Guangdong Hoklo People
in Pingtung Plain of Southern Taiwan

Li-hua Chen

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the reason why the Guangdong Hoklo-speaking people,
originated from Chaozhou and Huizhou prefectures in southeast Guangdong province,
were thought to “have disappeared” in the history of Taiwan. Tracing the presence of
Guangdong Hoklos in today’s Pingtung Plain of southern Taiwan reveals the
transformation in their assertion of self-identity. Such transformation can be attributed to
the changes in ethnic group classification approach by the sovereign state. Under Qing
rule, people were classified on the basis of their native place while the Japanese colonial
government distinguished ethnic groups according to the language they spoke.
Furthermore, the relationships between Guangdong Hoklos and other ethnic groups were
ambiguous. At times, they allied with the Minnan migrants against the Hakka group while
in fact they shared similar cultures with the Hakkas, such as the worship of Han Yu and
the cult of the Three Mountain Kings, both of which are taken as unique Hakka religious
beliefs in Taiwan. Through investigating the categorization and identity of the Guangdong
Hoklos in Pingtung Plain, the author argues that the mechanism of ethnic creation in
Taiwan and how the State treated these three different ethnic groups had contributed to

bringing about the impression of their “disappearance”.
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