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Education and National Identity in
Colonial Taiwan: The Case of
“National Language” Textbooks,
1923-1937

Wan-yao Chou'

Abstract

The present article examines the third edition of “national language” (Japanese)
textbooks used in the elementary schools of colonial Taiwan. “National language” was
the core course of the primary education during the colonial period, and this set of
textbooks, used from 1923 to 1937, enjoyed the longest duration among all editions. They
were richer than the previous two sets in quality and greater in quantity. Evidence
indicates that it had a far-reaching influence on the Taiwanese. In my analysis, a great
portion of the readers is devoted to “practical/scientific knowledge” and “homeland
themes”; lessons listed under these two categories surpass in number those of “matters
related to Japan” and “patriotic messages.”

I discuss the emphasis on practical/scientific knowledge in Taiwan’s colonial
education against the background of educational developments in Meiji Japan. Local
flavor (homeland knowledge) is looked at from perspectives such as educational policies
and the homeland education movement in Japan proper. This article offers detailed
analyses of the contents of lessons concerning “practical/scientific knowledge” and
“homeland theme.” In sum, “practical/scientific knowledge” pays great attention to

everyday life, while lessons of “homeland theme” offer intimate and concrete knowledge

* Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Preparatory Office, Academia Sinica.
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about one’s home place. However, the history of Taiwan is conspicuously missing in the
readers.

Given the close and mutual-reinforcing relationship between modern education and
national identity, I offer a thesis concerning the origins of the so-called “Taiwanese

consciousness” in colonial Taiwan in light of my research results.

Keywords: education under Japanese rule, “national language” education, practical/
scientific  knowledge education, homeland education, Taiwanese

consciousness





