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Le Marquis d’Hervey de Saint-Denys, “Sur Formose et sur les iles appelées en chinois Lieou-Kieou,”
Journal Asiatique (Paris) 6 (Aotlt-Septembre 1874), pp. 105-121.
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Le Marquis d’Hervey de Saint-Denys, Ethnographie des peuples etrangers a la Chine, ouvrage compose
au XIII¢ siecle de notre ere, par Ma-Touan-Lin (Geneve: H. Georg, 1876).
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Gustave Schlegel, “Problémes Géographiques, Les peoples étrangers chez les hitoriens Chinois, XIX.
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11 suffit que nous ayons démontré que les anciens Chinois ont confondu les iles Lieou-kieou avec 1’ile de
Formose, et que c’est par suite de cette confusion que les savauts chinois et européens ont été déroutés.

16 Friedrich Hirth and W. W. Rockhill, Chau Ju-kua: His Work on the Chinese and Arab Trade in the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, entitled Chu-fan-chi (St. Petersburg: Printing office of the Imperial Academy of
Science, 1911), pp. 163-164.
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122 “L’importance de Formose et celle de sa position géographique m’ont paru dignes de quelque attention. Les

details minutieux que fournit Ma-touan-lin sur I’ethnographie des peoples qui habitaient cette partie de
I’Orient, aux premiers siécles de notre ¢re, details recueillis sans doute de la bouche des nombreux
prisonniers emmenés en Chine, donnet un intérét partieulier a I’identification de leurs nationalités et a la
recherche de leurs origins.” See Le Marquis d’Hervey de Saint-Denys, “Sur Formose et sur les iles appelées
en chinois Lieou-Kieou,” p. 119.
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124 “Est-il étonnant qu’eprés une attaque aussi perfide et non-motivée, les Formosans exaspérés aient plus tard
tiré vengeance de ’insulte que leur avait fait la Chine?” See Gustave Schlegel, “Problémes Géographiques,
Les peoples étrangers chez les hitoriens Chinois, XIX. Lieou-Kieou-Kouo #.#k B > le Pays de Leou-Kieou,”
p.203. FAAEEFE ~ HARMHF > (CPEALRFPRFFEALE) > £ 19 (FRABAHLE) > B 1830

125 “Le rdle joué par les Portugais et les Hollandais n’s pas été plus beau que celui joué par les Chinois, et on
va apres vilipender ces pauvres barbares qui etaient vraiment assez payés pour avoir eu confiance en la
bonne foi des races supérieures (?!)” See Gustave Schlegel, “Problémes Géographiques, Les peoples
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Liu-K’iu and “Liu-k’iu Hypotheses”
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ABSTRACT

The so-called “Liu-k’iu Hypotheses” relates to the arguments in medieval Chinese
classics on the geographical location and whereabout of the state of Liu-k’iu, whether it’s
referencing the modern day Okinawa, derived from the narrative developed since Ming and
Qing Dynasties, or Taiwan, or both, this is a topic of intense discussion of the past a century
and half without a definite conclusion to this day, and an ongoing one in the field of history.

It is however, a small topic embodied in the grand scope of history as it doesn’t
confine itself within the realm of academia, it also invokes disputes as far as realpolitik is
concerned. The classic references of the invasion of Sui Empire in Book of Sui not only
filled the historical void left since historical records on Taiwan and Okinawa, in a sense it
also affects the sovereignty and territorial claims concerning China, Japan and Taiwan.
This unique phenomenon has consequently reflected on the education and the
development of historical viewpoints of these nations.

Through exploring their origins and dissecting the academic disciplines and
fundamental methods involved in forming their respective narratives, as well as
discovering the hidden agendas within the subconsciousness, this thesis is a study of the
major three hypotheses concerning this issue, the “okinawa hypothesis”, “the Taiwan
hypothesis”, and the “hybrid hypothesis”.

The argument, from a political point of view, it can be determined imminently. As
for academic aspiration, without the evidences of new and unseen materials, it remains
unsolved. This thesis does not take sides, conversely it aims to reflect the complexity and
intrinsically involved in this historical argument.

Due to the unfamiliarity and taboo imbued in the Chinese tradition towards sea and
ocean, the studies have been scarce and opaque in the past. If my actual standpoint is to be
rendered, [ would say that we don’t have to forcibly pinpoint the exact location before Ming
Dynasty.

Keywords: Liu-k’iu, Liu-k’iu Hypotheses, Southern Islands, The Surface and Intrinsically
of History
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