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Lagoon, Historical Memory, and Wanye Worship:
The Spread of Kunsewan Faith in Qing Taiwan

Lin, Yu-ju*

Abstract

At the end of the Qing dynasty, Beimen was a poor village where the biggest
Nankunjuan Wanye temple of Taiwan could be established. It is necessary to
discuss its location and history. Nankunjuan temple is located at Daofeng Lagoon,
on the southwest coast of Taiwan. This place underwent the most severe changes
in Qing Taiwan. The spread of Kunjuanwan worship was related to the
geo-network built by the lagoons, floods and plagues from continuously silting,
Wanye thus became the orthodox deity as well as in the imagination and creation
of residents’s historical memories. Officials and gentries identified Wanye with
faith and historical memory of protecting Taiwan’s capital (Tainan) was
continuously narrated and created by people at that time.

In the early 19™ century, Taiwan’s capital initiated first the tour of inspection
of Kunjuanwan for two months every year due to the legend of protecting capital.
The ceremony of Wanye from Nankunjuan to the capital not only recreated the
imagination of Wanye again and again but also demonstrated it to other towns.
According to the geo-network of lagoon, Yanshuigang and Madou, the Wanye
ceremony took place successively. The wealth belonged to the three biggest port
cities in southwest Taiwan and the expanding of Wanye faith were spurs to build
and mend the Nankunjuan temple to be the biggest Wanye temple in Qing Taiwan.

Madou town is an example of the spread of Wanye worship in Taiwan during
the Qing dynasty. The town which represented of Han Chinese power replacing the
aborigines, so the correlation between Madou and Kunjuanwan, port function
vanished and lots of floods occurred continuously which intensified the need of
Wanye worship and stirred the fashion of faith at that time. At the end of the Qing
dynasty, Madou was the only former port town where Wanye worship replaced
Mazu worship and became the most important faith there.

Keywords: Wanye faith, Historical memory, Nankunjuan temple, Madou, Daofeng Lagoon.

* Associate research fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica.



