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A Century of Exploration:
Retrospect and Prospect of the Research on
Political History of Modern Taiwan (2020 to 2021)
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ABSTRACT

With focus on the academic research on “political history of modern Taiwan” from
2020 to 2021, this article summarizes the main findings, aiming to clarify the trends in
recent studies and identify topics worthy of future exploration. In addition to discussing
research results on political history of Taiwan under Japanese rule and in the post-war
period, this article also devotes a section to reviewing research outcomes that span across
different eras and territories. Topics related to the Japanese colonial era include imperial
policies and Taiwanese society, local systems and individual figures or events, as well as
the subjectivity and actions of Taiwanese people. Cross-era and cross-boundary topics
include military history and Taiwanese Imperial Japan Servicemen, the 228 Incident and
its ripples, Taiwan’s foreign relations and legal status, Taiwan Sekimin became overseas
Taiwanese. Post-war topics include authoritarian rule, political cases and transitional
justice, democracy and human rights, and election campaigns.

Political history is the core of historical research, and exploring Taiwan’s political
history over the past century is of particular academic and practical significance. It is
noteworthy that Taiwan has created two miracles in the past century; one being the
economic miracle of rapid income growth, and the other, the political miracle of
establishing a democratic political system. Reviewing the past century, this article presents
how Taiwan achieved the political miracle of democratization. There are still many issues
in the political history of modern Taiwan that merit in-depth investigation. In addition to
topics related to the Japanese colonial era and the post-war period, many cross-era and
cross-territory issues also warrant further examination. Interdisciplinary comparative
analysis and the establishment of Taiwanese subjectivity are possible research directions.
With dedication to identifying problems and analyzing historical materials, new subjects
will be discovered for further exploration in future.

Keywords: Political History of Taiwan, Modern, Japanese Rule, Post-war Period, Retrospect
and Prospect
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