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War Damage of Taiwan during the World War 11

Cheng-chiu Chang*

Abstract
The World War 11 is the biggest war in human history. Being a Japanese colony at

that time, Taiwan could not help involving with the war. Some Taiwanese volunteered
and some were forced to join the army, even went to overseas. Besides, Taiwan itself was
attacked by air and blockaded by sea, which cause great damages and losses. This paper
discusses about four points; the first, the allies army’s military action toward Taiwan;
secondly, the damage situation from air attack; the third, the losses during the blockade
period; and the fourth, the war experience of Taiwanese.

From 1938 to the end of the World War I, there were air forces from Soviet Union,
China and the United States, who had bombed and spied Taiwan. Especially the U. S. air
force’s bombing after 1944, they made terribly damages to Taiwan. According to many
investigations, American’s air attack hit cities, traffic, industry facilities and sanitation
heavily, and killed many persons. Moreover, the allies army’s blockade caused great
losses of Taiwan’s agriculture production and reduced foreign trade, supply of goods and
materials, etc. Besides, the experience of war is filled with many oral traditions and
literature, which contained with fear, surprise, anger and against the war. Through
suffering from the war, the war experiences became memories of all Taiwanese.

After analyzing many statistics of Japanese and Chinese data, theresult shows that
Taiwan suffered tremendous war damage. Particularly, those developments of cities,
industry, traffic and sanitation, which had been thought to be very successful in Japanese

colonial period and representing the accomplishment of modernization of Taiwan, were

*
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nearly gone with the war. Of course, some facilities could be rebuilt by Taiwan itself, but
in many ways it had to rely on the help from the Nationalist China, especially with funds.
Without those supports, it was impossible to reconstruct. After all, the serious damages
of war in Taiwan are beyond imagination; they hit the economy of Taiwan heavily and

lasted, even in the first few years after the war.

Keywords: Taiwan in World War II, War damage, Bomb, Blockade, War experience





